AGKICDLTURAL LABOURERS (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 8 March 1861 \-~for, 




A RETURN “ of the Average Rate of Weekly Earnings of Agricultural 
Labourers in Ireland, for the last Six Months previous to the 1st day of 
January 1861, to be furnished from each County according to annexed 
Form, and in so far as the same can be readily ascertained : 



Agricttltxiral labourers. 


Weekly Wages. 


Weekly EaraJogs 
by 

Task and Job Work. 


Allowance 
of Food and Drink 
(if any). 


Eemaiks as to 
Harvest Work, State of 
Labour Narket, &c. 


Mea ----- 

Women - - - - 

Cliililren under 16 years 











IS April 1861 . 



H. J. BROWNRIGG. 



{Lord DunkelUn.') 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

6 February 1862. 
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AVEilAGE KATE OF WEEKLY EARNINGS OF AGRICOLTUBAL LABOURERS 



RETURN of the Average Rate of Weekly Eaknings of Agricultural Labourers in Ireland for tlie 
last Six Montiis previous to the let day of Januaxy 1861, furnished from each County, and in so far as 
the same can he readily ascertained. 



^ ,, Allowance of 

Weekly Earnings 

by Task Food and Drink 



0 Harrest Work, State of Labour Maikot, I 



Women 

Children under 



I Children under 1 
I 16 years. 



Children under I 
j 16 years. | 



Children under ] 
16 years. I 



3J 10 ~ 5 3 12 ». 71 fl. during the harvest labour. 

5 5 6^ 3 3 8». 3d. ; frequently get 2*. and 2 ». 6 J. per diem. 

3J 3 9 2 3 5 s. 9 cf. ; tliey arc very di/Runlt to procure. 

At that season of the year, generally speakiag, 
labourers And no difliculty in obtaining employment to 
this county daring the months of October and No- 
vember. lire produce market is very high. PotaEoM 
from 8 J. to 9 <f. per stone ; butter, 1 s. 2 d. to 1 s. 4 i; 
milk, 'i^d. per quart; bread, 8 d, for 41bs, j flour, 
2e. Cd. per stone ; oatmeal, 2s. 4<i ; meat, from 6 i. 
to 9 d. per lb., and all other cummoditlea equally high. 

Vr. muiams, 

1st County Inspector. 

75 88 - . . , Lust iiarvcst was so prolonged, and it came in so 

4 31 g _ slovrly, there was but little increase of the usual wages. 

In this county wages did not amount to the usual height 
3 9 “ during the liarvest mouths of last year. In some to- 

stances, near towns, men got by the day 3 s. with diet of 
one meal a day, and Bometiinca two. Women, Ij. Cd., 
with same amount of diet ; liut in remote countryplscss 
there was very little increase of the usual wages, vis,, 
men from 6 s. to 7r. per week, and women fromSs.to 
4 i. 6 d. per week. Labourers have been very badly off 
this spring for want of employment, owing to tiie wetness 
of the season ; but should I ho weather set in dry, tbeie 
will be plenty of employment. 

Louia Anderson, 

County Inspector. 

~ 10 6 • - nil “ - The average daily hire of men, women, and eWldren 

3 - nil - - - nit under 16, and over 12 years, during the last harvest, 

’■uuged, via., men, 2s, 6 d. to 3«. 6 rf. j women, 2s. to 

- - nil - « - nil. 2 s. 6 d.; children tlie same us women per diem. Owing 

to the wetness of season, the state of the labour market 
during the harvest was very unsteady. Wages rose and 
fell according to tlie choeges of the weather, but there 
was no deficiency of lianils. The crops did not ripen 
aimultaiioously, and tlio difliculties of saving them becaoe 
considerable. The farmers took advantage of every 
favour.nble opportunity, and the labourers took advantage 
of the farmers, aceoviHng to their emorgencies- Con- 
sequently, mowing and reajiing machines were brought 
more into use this season tliau in former years. 

Joseph Sepmour, 

County Inspector. 

^ 3 5 - •• • . In harvest, men get an average of 14*. 6 d. ; women, 

4 4 Id 3 *. ; and children, 7 s. pec week, without diet, and it is 

_ *tot customary to make any allowance for food or drink 

^ , 6 in this county. In the harvest season the labour market 

is not .over, well Applied, and in spring and harvest the 
supply of labourers for the last few years has been 
scarcely equal to the demand; and for a few weeks at 
those seasons high wages are demanded by labourers, 
and paid by the farmers. 

David Patton, 

County Inspector. 

” “ “ none - - The state of labonr market during the last harvest 

6 — was not BO good as for two or three years previous, owing 

_ _ to wetness of the season, which prevented the crops 

ripening as early as previous years. Demand for Isr 
bourers not so good, for the reason ststed. The harvest 
. .J 1 V . continues in this county from six to eight weeks ; during 

toat tome labourers not permanently employed, receive, at an average, 10 *. per week, with diet, 
which oo^ts genei^y of three meals a day, of potatoea and milk, and, in some instanCM, 
BMter, with a small allowance of tobacco, and a glass of whiskey. None of the agricoltursl 
Ubourers who are constantly employed receive food or drink from the persons by whom they ace 
employed. Ihe formers in this county do not employ labourers at agricultural labour by the job 
or tasit wont. _ ihe foregoing remarks refer to the last harvest, and the period for whicb this 
wqwirea. *nd it 18 nearly the same price in this county every other year. The Iriioiu- 
market was amply supplied during the past harvest with hands. ^ 

H. Gannon, 

County Inspector. 
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IN IRELAND, FOR THE SIX MONTHS PREVIOUS TO 1 JANUARY 1861. 3 



COUNTIES. 


Agricoltural 

LabOQren. 


Weekly 

Wages. 


Weekly 
Earnings 
by Task 
and 

Job Work, 


Allowanee of 
Food and Drink 
(if any). 


REMARKS 

as to Harvest Work, State of Labour Market, &c. 


CORK, E. R., AND 
CORK CITY. 


Men - 

Women - - 

Ciiililren under 

1C years. 


*. d. 
7 8 
4 4 
2 10 


4. i. 
10 5 
7 - 
4 a 


s. d. 

- - none - 


In harvest, for which there is generally a good supply 
of laboor for every purpose required, the wages average 
as follows, viz. Men, from 12 s. to 15 s. per week; 
women, from 7s. 6 d. to 9s. per week; children, from 
3 s. 6 d. to 5 s. per week. 

In addition to the wages stated to be given in harvest, 
it not anfrequently happens tliat, in bnrried times, food, 
consisting of two and more meals, witli a pint of beer, 
daily, are supplied to the iaboiirers. In remote loca- 
lities, the labour market is very dull j during the winter 
the farmers generally performing tiieir own work with 
farm servants, which they hire by the year, 

J. Duncan, 

County Inspector. 


CORK, W. R. 


Men - 

Women • • 

Children under 

16 years. 


7 - 
4 - 
3 6 

1 


9 - 


When given, the 
food consists of bread 
or potatoes, or Indian 
meal stirabout, with 
inilk ad libitum. 


When diet is given, a deduction of from 2s. to 3 s. 
per week is made for men, and 2 s. for women and 
children, from the rates. During the hurry of the 
harvest season, labourers frequently obtain from 1 s. 4 d. 
to 1 s. 8 d. per day, without diet, and women and nhildrou 
in proportion. In the rural districts, farm labourers 
ere usually dieted ; in the neighbourhood of towns, not. 
The labour market in this riding lias, within the last few 
years, from em^ration, and otlier causes, become at 
least 20 per cent, higher than previously, and tlie con- 
dition of tlie labourer must consequently have improved. 
This, however, is not so apparent to the casual observer, 
as the social habits of the peasant class, especially iu the 
extreme west of the riding, seem to have undergone 
little or no change. Harvest work has within the last 
two years been done to a small extent by machinery. 

Sdnard Hill, 

County InapEctor, 


DONEGAL - 


Men - 
Women 

Children under 

16 years. 


6 10 
3 3 
3 - 


8 4^ 
3 6 
3 4 


■ 


In harvest the rate of hire for men ranges from 10 #. 
to 15a. per week, and for women the rate of hire is 
about 6a, per week. This conney affords more than a 
sufficient supply of lahoorers for the work to he done in 
all seasons; but the rate of hire iti harvest is high, 
owing to the temporary absence of the working class in 
Scotland and England during the season. 

B. Macmahone, 

County Inspector. 


DOWN - 


Women - - 

Children under 

16 years. 


8 - 
4 - 
3 - 


10 - 

-4 6 
3 - 


Without food - 
• ditto - 
- ditto - 


Men obtain about 12 r. per week. 

Women obtain about 0«. per week. 

Children obtain about 4 s. per week. 

In harvest a considerable portion of the labouring 
classes from some portiocs of tliis county pi-occed to 
England and Scotland, where they can obtain good 
wages. When labourars ere fed, the wages are usually 
about from 3a. to 6s. per week, and in harvest, from 
7 s. to 8r, per week. Women in this county are seldom 
employed, except in harvest, and children are employed 
for weeding daring the summer. It is not customary 
in this county to give any regulated allowance of food 
and drink for labourers. 

Jsf. B. Kelly, 

1st County Inspector. 


DUBLIN 


Men - 

Women - « 

Children under 
16 years. 


8 9| 
4 11 
3 9 


10 8 
. nil - 

- nil - 


« - nil - 

- - nil. 


In harvest the weekly earnings for men is about 
16 i. 6 d, There is little job or task work done in this 
county, nor is there any allowance given for meat or 

/«A« Claris, 

let County Inspector. 


FERMANAGH 


Women 

Children onder 

16 years. 


6 - 
4 - 
2 6 


10 a. ; not 


- - none. 

- - none. 


In harvest, when there is a considerable pressure for 
for a month, labourera get as much as 2 s. and 2 s. 6d. 
a day, and women and children a proportionable amonUt. 
On occasions of this kind laboureis are sometimes fed, 
when at a distance from their residences. For at least 
half the year there is scarcely any employment for an 
agricultural labourer, who is, in general, a mariied man, 
snth a fomily, and may be considered in a state of des* 
titution. The markets throughout this county are good, 
but very high. 

W. Foott, 

1st County Inspector. 


2. 








A 2 
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AVERAGE RATE OF WEEKLY EARNINGS OF AGRICTJLTITRAL LABOURERS 



COUNTIES. 



Agricultural 

Labourere. 



i Weetly 
Ecraiagg 
b; Task 
and 

Job Work. 



Allowance of 
Food and Drink 
(if any). 



REMARKS 

as to Harvest Work, State of Labour Market, Ac. 



GALWAT, E.S. 



Women ■■ 

Children under 
16 years. 



6 4 
3 5 
2 8 



No allowance for food; 
however, in rarecases, 
food may be partially 
given. 



Daring a few weeks in harvest, tho weekly wages of 
men average 9 witlioiit food. For women 4 »jU]. 

out food. For children, without food, 3*. There ii 
rarely any job or task-work, no railways io course of 
construction, or drainage under the Board of Worka car- 
ried on at present, which gave considerable employment 
heretofore in this riding. The supply of labour is quife 
snfGcient, and in Mr dernund, except iu pmt of tb 
winter months. 



Pa. PfoJarf, 



County Inspector. 



GALWAY, W. R. 



KERRY ■ 



KILDARE - 



KILKENNY - 






Children nnder 
16 years. 



Women 

Children under 
16 years. 



. Men - 



Women 

Children under 
16 years. 

Men - - . 

Women 

Childreii under 
16 years. 



6 6 
3 7 



2 5 




15«.to20s. Two meals daily of 
bread andmUk. 

- nil. 

- oil. 

11 - .... 

5 6 - 

3 9 .... 



Tho able-bodied labourers generally leave tUia coontry 
for England and Scotland in June, July and August, 
where they procure higiicr wages than would be paid in 
any port of this country, and return home about tks 
middle or latter end of October. I have to observe, 
tbat in very many instances the labourers on small farms 
are the owners, and their families, and in some localitiei, 
I behove, barely any sum is paid for labour, particulariy 
in the western and )>oorer places, where the people go 
in wbat is termed “core,” that is, an exchange of 
labour. 1 believe there is on objection to giving la- 
bourers food. 

Mkhl. Jachson, 

County Inspector. 

The avei-age wages for men in harvest is 12s., and 
women G«. weekly, with diet. No task-work doae, 
with the e.xccption of mowing, at whicli a man can earn 
from 15 a. to 20 s. weekly, but no food is given. Farm 
servants are paid from 8f. to 12 t. annually. Women 
from 4 f. to C 1., with diet and lodging. 

Thomas Smilk, 

County Inspector, 

During the hurry of harvest: 

From 2i. 6 d. to 3 a. per day, without diet. 

From 1 «. 8d. to 2 s. 2 d. per day, with diet. 

From 1 a. to 1 s. 8 d. per day, without diet. 

From 6 d. to 1 s. per day, with diet. 

From 6 d. to 9 d. per day, without diet. 

From 3 d. to 5 d. per day, with diet. 

Women and children are not generally employed by 
task throughout the county. Tho labour market wea 
supplied, and, in some places, in excess of the demand. 

Jas. Bailey, 

County Inspector. 



none - 




For a short period in hoi-vest daily labourers earn 
12 1. a week, without diet, except wljera a farmer, who 
has muoli corn to cut, brings out u gang of laboureti, 
and retains them until his work is done ; this he does to 
secure them, without tho trouble of coming into Kil- 
kenny daily to hire them. Iu such cases they get two 
meals a day, without beer. Job work is very limited, so 
much so, that it would be difficult to give an average, 
as it would entirely depend upon tho description of 
labour. Common daily labourers, with the spade, never 
do job work. Labour market is well stocked. 



KING’S COUNTY - 



Men - 



Women 



Children under 
16 yesra. 



7 8 
3 3 
2 2 



LEITRIM 



Men ~ . 6 4 

Women - - 3 2 

Children under 2 7 

16 years. 



Women or hoys are seldom engaged at task-work. 
The overage rates of wages in this county are as stated, 
except during tlie harvest season, when men can earn 
from 8a. to 10a. per week, without diet; women 6i., 
and boys from 3 s. to 4 1., on same terms ; but the Utter 
are rarely, if ever, employed except during tliat seaaoB. 
Men seldom make more at task-work than thrir ordinaiy 
weekly wages. The demand for labourers at present is 
v^ limited, women and boya being nearly altogether 
wUbout employment. 

Bhn, M'Can, 

County Inspector. 



The wages stated are those given, without food. A 
regulated “ allowance of food and drink" is not the 
custom in this country. The labonr market is generally 
overstocked, for many of tho labourei's go to Scotlanl 
and England to seek employment at hay and harvest 
time, during which period (for a few weeks) the average 
may run somewhat over the above rates. It appeal* 
thert has been no task or job-work done by womea er 
children. 

Roll, Somerville, 

County Inspector. 
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LIMERICK - 



Agricultural 

Labourers. 



Womea 



I Children under | 
16 years. 



Weekly 

Wages. 



s. d. 

7 - 



Weekly 
I EamiogB 
by Task 



LONDONDERRY - 



LONGFORD - 



j Chfldren under | 
16 years. 



Women 



I CbUdren under ) 
16 years. 



Men - 
Women 



4 - 

3 2 



4 6 
3 6 



Allowance of 
Food and Drink 
(if any). 



REMARKS 

as to Harvest Work, State of Labour Market, Sec. 



I Children under | 
16 years. 



Men - 
Women 



I Children under | 
16 years. 



8 6 
5 - 
4 6 



No general 
employ- 
ment under 
this head. 



MONAGHAN - 



] Children under | 
16 years. 



officers' 

] returns, 

I not carried 



Food is seldom ^ven, 
and when it is, in 
hurried times, pota- 
toes and milk con- 
stitute it; liquors 
are not given. 

. nil • 



Men daring harvest received 2 1., with food, and 1 1. 
at other times. Women for the winter not employed. 
The nsual food given in harvest is bread and milk, or 
potatoes and milk; in winter, only inside servants are 
fed. There is no scarcity of labourers. Some of the 
officers have returned a higher rate of wages, and some 
lower. 1 consider the returns I have made about an 
average amount paid. They get, when fed, two meals, 
breakfast and dinner. 

S. Pn^ord, 

County Inspector. 



Last harvest there was much difficulty in procuring 
hands for reaping, and wages high accordingly. In some 
parts of the county labourers were employed at 16 s. 
per week, with diet; women I0«., and Ws 7 s. The 
before-mentionedis eiclnsive of tie city of tomlonderry, 
where men have 9 s. ; women, 6s.; and children under 
16 years, 4s., per week wages ; no diet. Task and job- 
work men earn weekly, 12 s. ; women. 8 s. ; and chil- 
dren under 16 years, 5 s.; no diet. This retunv has no 
reference to cottier labourers, who are engaged yearly, 
and diet themselves with their families. 

Mex. Kinffsion Fox, 

County Inspector. 

8 s. 6 d. per week daring the harvest. 

5 s. 8 d. per week during the harvest. 

4 s. 1 d. per week during the harvest. 

In some instances, during the harvest season, the 
above rate was given, and tbc men fed. At present 
there is a very good demand for labourers, at 1 s. 6 d. 
per day. Tie market rates very high for both food and 
fuel, and many of the labouring class sulTer much, in 
consequence of having been unemployed during the 
winter season. 

Henry TT. May, 

County Inspector. 



11 s. to 15s., without diet, per week. 

8s. to 10 s. per week, without diet. 

3 s. to 4 S; without diet, at all times, per week. 

Since the famine, the custom of dieting labourers has 
fallen into disuse in this connty. 



In harvest the wages increase, for men, from 8 s. tc 
9 s. ; women, 5 s. to 6 s. ; and children, 3 s. 6 d. to 4 s. 
weekly. There is no scarcity in the labour market. 



During last harvest the labouriog classes were fully 
occupied, at wages averaging weekly 14s-6d. for men, 

7 s. lid. for women, and 4 s. for <^ildren. After that 
season terminated, employment became very limited, and 
were it not for that afforded by the formation of the 
Dublin and Meath Railway, in the Eastern division of ' 
the county, the labouring classes would have suffered 
even greater privation tiU winter than they have hitherto 
done. Diet is very seldom given in Meath, bat when 
Buch ia the case, 6 d. per day is generally deducted from 
men, and 4 d. from women’s wages. 



These are the wagea 
given, without food. 
Where food is given, 
it consists of pota- 
toes end milk, or In- 
dian com meal, stir- 
about and milk. No 
ale or spirituous li- 
quors given. 



In harvest and spring the rates increase to nearly 
double the sums stated, bnttbis lasts only about a month 
at each season. Labour is easily procured except in 
harvest and spring ; but even then the supply is equal to 
the deccand, but of course at the increased rates. 



A3 
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AVERAGE RATE OF WEEKLY EARNINGS OF AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS 



COUNTIES. 


Agricultural 

Labourers. 


Weekly 

Wages. 


Weekly 
Earnings 
by Task 

Job Work. 


Allowance of 
Food and Drink 
(if any). 






ff. d. 


ff. d. 




QUEEN'S COUNiy ' 


Men - 


6 - 


9 - 


No food or drink 




Women - - ' 


3 - 


- nil - 


• ditto. 




Children under ' 

16 years. 


2 - 


- nil - 


- ditto. 


ROSCOMMON 


Men - 


! 10 2 


10 6 






Women 


e - 








Children under 

16 years. 


4 6 






SLIGO - . 


M“ - - - 


6 2i 


8 - 


Two meals a day in 
Ballymote, Rivers- 
town, and Tubber- 
curry diatricts only. 




Women 


3 10 


- none - 


- same. 




Children under 
16 years. 


2 9 




Two meals a day in 
Ballymote dietrict 
only. 


TIPPERARY, N. R. 


Men . , - 


6 - 


7 - 




Women 


3 - 


4 - 


- none - 




Childrea under 

16 years. 


2 - 


3 - 




TIPPERARY, S. R. 


Men - . - 


€ 11 


8 4 ' 


- - nil - 




Women 


4 - 


- 


- . nil • 




Children under 
16 years. 


3 - i 




“ - ml - 



REMARKS 

as to Harvest Work, State of Labour Slarkct, &e. 



During tlie harvest work the ratx; of wages for men U 
from 2 s. to 2 s. (Si. peniiiy, without diet, for women le 
to Iff. 2d., and for children, (irf. The only tuak-wort 
done in the harvest is mowing, when a good mower 
could earn from 15s. to IBs. per week ; this of course 
lasts but for a few weeks. The 9,v. entered for task- 
work was earned for inaking drains and breaking stones 
for the public rouds. There are but fiw diildruii em- 
ployed, ojcept in harvest. Tlic; genticincn and extensive 
farmers in general give Off. per week the year round to 
men, and 3 s. to women ; but tiiosc that do so, do not 
give any iucreaso of wuges during harvest. 

P. Morgan, 

County Inspector, 



I beg to state that during the harvest season tlio rate 
of wuges is considerably liigher than ut otlier periods of 
the year, and it was difficult to get a sufficirnt supply of 
labourers ut tliat season ; at other seasons of tite year 
there is a sufficient nuinbei' of labourers to lie had in the 
various pnrta of the county. Great numbers of the la- 
bouring classes of the people have been and are now etn- 
ployed in the railway works between llosconimon and 
Castlebar (through Cnstlerea), and also upon the line 
from Longford to Sligo (ihrougli Boyle). 

Fielding Green, 

County Inspector. 



During the busy time of harvest wages increased to 
12ff. and 15 ». per week, with diet, in several purta of the 
county ; the labour market was dull, and employment 
rather scarce, after the close of the harvest. 

John Slater, 

2d County Inspector. 



Pretty brisk, from 2«. to 2«. C d. per diem, without diet. 
Pretty brisk, from lOd, to 1*. per diem, without diet 

Pretty brisk, from GtC to 8d. per dicra, witiiout diet. 

Embracbg the period of this return, I liavc to state 
that in the harvest all able to work, from Id years up- 
wards, were employed at tlie rates inserted ; hut die 
wetness of last season prevented much of a rush that 
otherwise would have been upon labourers, wlio were 
ntri employed more than half time. In consequence, that 
left the earnings of men averaging at about 4*. (>d. 
per week during the six montlia, women uiid cliildren 
much proportionally leas ; any disposed to give diet 
allow men 6 if. to 8d., women from 3<f. to id., and 
boys from 2d. to 3d. per diem. Cutting turf, mowing, 
breaking stones, are the principal job and tuslt-worfc 
given, at which little more than average wages ean be 
earned! few get employment at such, especially the two 
former, as farmers in general keep servant boys for con- 
stant work, engaged quarterly and half yearly, at the 
rate of 6 1. per annum, with food. Perhaps it miglit not 
be out of place to say that from January last up to the 
present the labour market bas been very dull. 

JohnAndereon, 

County Inspector. 



The rate of harvest work is quite exceptional, and 
depends entirely on the season j last year it was unusually 
low, owing to the wetness of the summer, and rarely 
exceeded 1*. 6d. per diem for labourers, without diet; 
the year before it was aa high as 3*. 6<f. and 4i. in con- 
sequence of the summer being hot, and the corn crops 
coming to maturity together. 'Women and children are 
not employed at Job or task-work. The labour market 
in this county u fully supplied, if not overstocked; at 
present labourers are much distressed for want of em- 
ployment, owing to the wetness of the spring ; hut a more 
permanent effect is produced on the labour market of 
this county by the gradual but steady system pursued by 
proprietors in laying down Iheir tillage lands for dairy 
or pasture pnrpoaea. 

W. B. Jfemtworli, 

County Inspector. 
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IN IHILAND, FOR THE SIX MONTHS PEEVlOnS TO 1 JANUARY 1861 



COUNTIES. 


Agricultural 

Labourers. 


Weekly 1 
Wages. ^ 


Weekly 
Samings 
by Task 
and 

ob Work. 


Allowance of 
Food and Drink 
(if any). 


REMARKS 

as to Harvest Work, State of Labour Market, Ac. 


TYaONE - - * 


S'omeu 

Children under 

16 years. 


s. d. 

7 54 
4 -4 
3 34 


t. d. 
9 6 
4 6 
3 2 


] 

1 

] 

1 


Throughout the county there appears to hare been 
imple employment (except perhaps in the Newtown* 
Stewart district, which is mountainous) in November and 
December. The railway works going on (Omagh and 
Dungannon line) have of course added to the rates of 

labour somewhat, by making a great scarcity of it. In 

oarvest time 2a. and 2*. 6d. is given for a day s work, 
•xocpt in the Newtown-Stewart country ; 1 *. 8 rf. to 
2*. 4d. more generiUj. A day’s work is ordmarUy 
about 1 ». 6 1 /. in the county. 












J, Mcnby, 

1st County Inspector. 


WATERFORD 


Women 

Children under 

16 years. 


4 6 
2 9 


5 6 


With food as below - 
. ditto. 

- eitto. 1 


During one month in harvest, day’s wages got up to 
2«. for men, and 1 s. for women, with food i but us_ the 
labour market is well supplied on all other occasions, 
day Ishourevs are willing to hire with wealtliy farmers at 
10 d. per day,without food, for the entire year. Women 
have no earnings by task e.xcept unlading colliers here, 
when their earnings average 2*. 6 d. per week, without 
food. Children under 16 years of age are never lured 
except yearly or quarterly, when they average 5*. per 
Quorter, with food. The only food furnished to labourers 
of both sexes is full diet of potatoes, or Indian meal 
stirabout, and milk ; no other drink. 






j 






jr. S. Sracken. 

1st County Inspector. 


WESTMEATH 

(McLtlNGAB). 


Men ' 

Women - • 

Children under 

1 10 years. 


7 - 
4 - 
3 - 


11 - 

0 - 
4 - 


1 • - nU - 

. . nil. 

- nU. 


Harvest wages only last about three weeks. Average 
weekly wages, men, 12a, ; women. 9 s. ; children under 
16 years, 4 a. 6 d. i no diet. The price of i>rovision is 
higli ; fuel scarce and dear. Tlie weather bus been so 
1 very unfavourable, that constant employmeaC could not 
begivenj consequently labourers are in many places in 
great distress. Agricultural pursuits continue in a very 
backward state; tad the weatlier proved favourable, la- 
bourers would have tad sufficient employment. 












B. H. Bill, 

County Inspector. 


WEXFORD - 


Men - “ - 

Women 

Children under 

16 years. 


,6 3 
3 6 
2 6 


• ml. 
- nil. 


None with the rate 
given. 


The rate of wages during the. harvest is about 2«. a 
day, without diet; there is at present a good demand 
for labour for spring work, when men get Is. 2 d. a 
day. I beg to say the labouring men are generally em- 
• ployed this timeoftbeyear, and they receive from la. 3d. 
to 1 a. 4 d. a day, without diet. In the harvest the 
labourers receive 2 a. per diem. At present there are 
but few out of employment in this county. Previous to 
this (in consequence of the severity of Uie weather) the 
labouring class suffered a good deal. 












Thomas Kob. Berry, 

County Inspector. 


WICKLOW - - 


Women - 

Children undej 
16 years. 


7 6 
4 - 

r S 4 


10 6 


4 #. per week • 


In harvest time the average weekly wages of mmi, 
without diet, is 15s., and for women 6s. Befemng 
to the officers’ returns from the different districts, 1 
find the average rate of weekly wagis to be us above 
stated. All the disposable hands, including male and 
femele, are just now and hove been for some time past 
In the receipt of full employment ; while the railway 
which is being constructed hence to Gorey, County 
Wexford, absorbs all male Isbourers that present them- 
selves, by which means a scarcity of hands is in some 
instances felt by farmers. 












By. Inmond, 

County inspector. 
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